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Lawrence University Orchestral Studies 
Director Named Conductor-in-Residence of the 
Sewanee Summer Music Festival 
Posted on: October 24th, 2012 by Rick Peterson 
Lawrence University’s new director of orchestral studies Octavio 
Mas-Arocas has been appointed conductor-in-residence of the 
Sewanee Summer Music Festival at the University of the South in 
Sewanee, Tenn. 
 
Octavio Mas-Arocas 
Mas-Arocas, who joined the Lawrence Conservatory of Music 
faculty this fall as conductor of the Lawrence Symphony 
Orchestra, the Chamber Orchestra and opera productions, will 
direct the education, programming and performance of the 
Cumberland Orchestra — a 90-member youth ensemble — during 
next summer’s month-long festival (June 22- July 21). 
“It is wonderful to see Octavio selected for this prestigious 
position,” said Brian Pertl, dean of the conservatory. “Sewanee 
clearly saw in Octavio all the outstanding qualities —
 musicianship, leadership and commitment to education — that we 
at Lawrence saw when we made him our director of orchestral 
studies. High visibility appointments such as this are great for both 
Octavio and Lawrence.” 
Prior to joining the Lawrence faculty, Mas-Arocas spent four years 
as music director and conductor of the Interlochen Arts Academy 
Orchestra in Michigan. 
Established in 1957, the internationally acclaimed Sewanee 
Summer Music Festival combines a month-long program for 
advanced music students with a professional concert series.	  
